Terry’s Travels

Despite some wet weather we found it hard to leave
NZ. Our first stop was with friends near Sydney OZ
and we had fun riding in Greg & Sheila’s new VW
Jetta. The rain activated wipers and auto headlights
proved their worth and the Mio GPS announced
street names and re-calculated our route when we
missed a turning—good technology.

Our tour guide was waiting my arrival at Shanghai air-
port and we sped along the motorway by minibus-
passing the track of the 432kph! Maglev train into this The Bund in the distance
super modern city. Ken was already at the hotel
across the Yangtse. The hotel was not very far from
the Bund (bend) which is the centre of Shanghai.

Next day we were quickly exploring in drizzly murky
weather. The planning offices were amazing and we
even got interviewed on a popular TV programme.
Having seen the model of the Bund we cruised the
banks of it by river. The architecture is very spectacu-
lar and | wouldn’t have been cleaning the windows for
a fortune but some were, to earn some Yuan.

The tower in the murk

Confuscious was China’s first teacher and has a leg-
acy of a museum, school with free students fees for
some, plus lots of his wisdom etched on marble tab-
lets. The Bund is the old area and is a great magnet
for tourists. Our tour guide is called Snow, she ex-
plained it was because she came from a snowy area
near the Mongolian border. She contacts our mini bus F#=
driver by phone and he appears just like a genie of a
lamp from the heavy Shanghai traffic. It means we
can squeeze more visits into this fascinating place.

It all is so far removed from what | saw when | visited
Canton some 28 years ago. Snow explained that as
people are re housed they get 200,000 per person
but apartments cost around 700,000 to a million.
There is massive building happening everywhere.
Most people live in high rise blocks. A 400 year old
garden was especially worth visiting even though very
popular with tourists it was a remarkable mix of rocks,
ponds, bonsai trees and bright flowers. Entrances are
creatively made in a variety of shapes.

The hotel has cable internet and an Email from my Ken & Snow at 1580 garden
pal in Bangkok told me that Di had arrived Safely and | next travel plans: April 17th to OZ then Shang-

H H : hai for MotoGP & touring with Ken.
was catching up with her sleep. Rumour has it she May: UK briefly then Europe May 20th in Mer-

has a p0|e dancing contract........... cie, Spain/France/ltaly/Croatia/Poland
Mid July: back in UK. Oct : NZ via Malaysia.

Many more photos with captions and previous travels on my website www.THinnc.co.uk



