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Mercie was waiting for us at Pam’s near Torrevieja. 
We got into Spanish mode immediately by going out 
to have a pan of paella for dinner between the three 
of us. Our second night was to a busy bar to enjoy 
cheering Man U win, especially good fun amongst 
Chelsea supporters. Dinner followed at 11:40pm—
only in Spain. We hit the motorway to visit my only 
boss’ memorial in Calpe’s lovely cemetery. We then 
continued into a windy France with blustery 40mph 
winds along the coast near Sete. We had hoped to 
meet our friends who live in France but when that did-
n’t work out we headed for Monte Carlo. Our mo-
torhome owning friends Robin & Norrie had been to 
the massive Harley Rally in St Tropez. We passed 
Cannes where the film festival was taking place, it 
was now raining heavily.

Using texts and a GPS we met up in a lay bye over-
looking spectacular Monte Carlo with the musical 
sounds of the F1 racing cars sounding fantastic. I 
took Robin on my bike so we could ogle at the fast 
cars and even faster women that are drawn to this 
unlikely speed event. When you add a wet surface to 
the normal narrow roads you cannot imagine a race 
taking place.

It’s the place to be seen and the place to be seen 
having obscene amounts of money. The cars were all 
something else and when you add the designer 
dresses, shoes belts, bags it’s not at all hard to see 
people in tens of thousands of pounds of clothes. It 
was great to see it all. The race was announced to be 
a wet one and Robin and I scurried back to Robin’s 
new Hymer where we could rough it by watching on 
TV (free) and staying out of the rain. We had a ball 
watching Lewis win on the narrow streets as we 
munched our delicious sandwiches. 

We went separately across into Italy as the fast cars 
started to whizz past—Porches, Maseratis, Lambos, 
Ferraris, Bentleys, Jaguars and Mercs and some I 
couldn’t put a name to.

Do have a good look at the last photo, this is a 
McClaren Mercedes (not common) and note the body 
language of the two posers casually looking at it. In 
this one small square alone there must have been 
several million pounds worth of cars. Whilst on the 
subject of money Europe is EXPENSIVE now...

Ron & Clare’s Memorial, Calpe

40mph winds—Sete, France

Monte Carlo on F1 day

next travel plans: Europe May 20th in Mercie, 
Spain/France/Italy/Croatia/Slovenia/Austria
Mid July: back in UK. Brands Hatch & S of UK 
Oct : NZ via Dubai/Malaysia/Thailand/Brisbane.
April ‘09 UK via Tonga/Mexico/Cuba

Flash cars and flash?


