Just 13 days back in Yorkshire, it was a rush to see
family, friends and service Mercie. There was time for
a sunny early Sunday am ride into the Yorkshire
Dales with my mate Bob - fantastic as ever. We ate
breakfast with ‘our age’ cyclists who were doing a 65
mile spin in the hills and dales. Four and a half quid
fuels your body for the day......... Bob chose to ride his
BMW R1150 and | used the Yamaha that travels on
Mercie.

My grandsons have a new hobby - its how quick can
they slim Gramps’ wallet?, an overnight in Blackpool
doing it all and it was super effective, in fact | would
have to go back to work (that’s a dirty word after 18
years) to keep up with them. We were so lucky with
weather that allowed us to cruise there and back with
the hood down. A family room overnight in the Hilton
with breakfast is to be recommended. A day by the
river with just ice creams to buy was fun too.

With Mercie serviced and provisioned next was World
Superbikes at Brands Hatch. Di’'s great nephew Tho-
mas was delivered to us on the campsite and enjoyed
all the fun of the fair, wall climbing and quad bike rid-
ing before the main race day on Sunday. One of his
highlights was to get a T shirt and best of all a sit on
the new Ducati, not just any old bike but the 1098 that
is proving so successful in this seasons racing.

He and Di were collected Sunday evening to head to
London and | headed alone South to Chandlers Ford
near Southampton for my annual reunion with pals |
knew from being a hifi dealer. In appalling rain the
M25 was just awful and the journey took double the
usual time at 3 hours with traffic crawling. David wel-
comed me to celebrate his 69th birthday - he has a
19 year old Malaysian girlfriend and plans to marry
when she is 21 - should he live that long!

Di rejoined me and we caught the night ferry from
nearby Portsmouth to Caen in France, our theory was
to get a long sleep but the ship was late loading us -
bugger. We found a free Aire in Reims next to the
new football stadium and then a wonderful site in
Mesche in Luxembourg - the town itself isn’t much but
the scenery was at its very best. We picked up minor
N257 and N410 and caught some of the Old Timer
car event at the splendid Nurburgring circuit. | didn’t
enter the circuit but the buzz & sound was fantastic.

Terry’s Travels

Nurburg looks quiet but LOUD

Mid July: back in UK. Brands Hatch & S of UK,

Nurburgring, Brno - then Czech Republic, Ger-

many and Dusseldorf show

Oct : NZ via Dubai/Malaysia/Thailand/Brisbane.
May'09 back in UK via Tonga/Mexico/Cuba

Many more photos and earlier travels on my website www.THinnc.co.uk




