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Terry’s Travels
TT32-1  Misty Yorkshire - Tropical Dubai  2nd November 2009

Five days in England passed in a flash but we got to cele-
brate my grandson James 13th birthday – so now I’m a 
grandad with a teenage grandson!, he handled the embar-
rassment of singing Italian waiters very well. Plus we had 
more family and friends stuff, a rush but nice.

The photo (from my new to me phone/cam W995) L to R is 
James-Lindy-Dan on our walk with the four dogs in the 
autumn mist of St Ives Estate in Bingley, UK.

Emirates got us to Dubai from Manchester and into 30C+ 
heat on the first leg of our Round the World to NZ trip, we 
chose the Golden Sands apartments as low (relative) cost 
which worked just fine, it has an excellent value restaurant 
too and the fancy no alchohol cocktail is mango/guava/
strawberry which was welcome after some pool time.

Abu Dhabi has just completed a fantastic new motor rac-
ing track and opens it with the last Formula 1 race of the 
season. We rented a car and drove in about 1h40m to the 
park and ride, jumped on the free bus service and were 
driven some 5km to Yas Island where the new circuit is. 
We enquired about buying tickets but it was a sell out. 
They marketed them at around 370 pounds for a 3 day 
pass with concerts by Beyonce, Jamoraquai and Kings of 
Leon, tickets for children were the same price. Ticket touts 
would have had difficulty (good) as the tickets are chipped 
and you have to show ID. We walked around and every-
one was shocked we had got to the island without tickets! 
Seeing the enormity of it all just being created from flat 
desert was amazing. The photo shows the hotel that 
bridges the track – note how recently it has been com-
pleted. The LED roof lighting is amazing.

We watched the actual F1 race on TV at the Jockey Club 
near our apartment, very aptly named since it was packed 
with “fillies” – what a brilliant night/day race and this obvi-
ously lifts the bar for what’s expected to market to the rich. 
Poor old UK will be lucky to get a race in 2010 even 
though we have Jenson Button as world champion.

The last photo shows the world’s tallest building (the crane 
driver got 6x usual pay for this almost 1km high extrava-
ganze) disappearing into the mists of pollution and the mo-
torway with auto tolls – when you rent a car they phone 
the toll people – we paid 20 Dirhams for passing 4 toll 
gates (5Drh=1 pound). Despite all the impressive stuff I’m 
still left with a feeling of desperation in this unreal world! 
The credit crunch has struck here too with property rental 
rates down 40%.
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Future travels 2010 will be New Zealand—
Australia—Bangkok—Shanghai for World Expo.
Back to UK before heading to Spain to collect 
Mercie and returning to UK for hopefully a good 
summer....and a trip to Ireland


