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The New Year in Nelson started with a visit from our
friends Robin and Norrie from Wales. The Jazz Festi-
val was on and we enjoyed the street entertaining
more than the concerts. There was also harness rac-
ing at the nearby Richmond track, punters Di and
Norrie lost their bets and I successfully predicted
number 7 as a winner but didn’t back it—bugger.

I have managed to fit a bit of bicycle riding in to use
the excellent cycle tracks that the local council pro-
vide. If you look carefully at the last photo you will see
my bicycle alongside some bras. As I was taking my
photo a German tourist couple arrived and she added
a bra—not hot from her body but after rummaging in
her suitcase!

The City Centre Nelson Museum was host to some of
the Jazz performances and I was very impressed with
the modern stained glass window. Nelson has many
arts and crafts but this is a lovely example.

The weather so far this year has been unusually
changeable but as yet we have missed only one of
our Wednesday motorcycle rides. Today I am taking
a group up to the scenic Lake Rotoiti in the mountains
but we will need wet weather gear just in case. The
garden is loving the rain and growing like mad, we
have giant orange lilies that look as if they are from
another planet.

My pal Des had a minor heart attack which resulted in
a helicopter ride from his home in Pohara Beach to
our excellent local hospital. I visited several mornings
to have a laugh and a cuppa. He has further aerobic
tests coming. I have also been to visit an American
tourist who crashed his rented Harley and  punctured
a lung but he is doing OK too.

The time flies by with all the socializing, watching
sport—Di and I had a n afternoon at the 20/20 cricket
at the new Saxton Oval cricket ground here in Nel-
son. It was packed with families and a scorching day
too. We have lots of barbies and our concerts at
home using Blu Ray on the large HD screen so life is
still buzzing. Tomorrows concert is Andrea Bocelli’s
concert Vivere set outdoors in Tuscany—WOW…..

I am just hearing the UK has come out of recession—
only just—lets hope it reduces debt now.

Nelson Jazz Festival

Richmond Harness Racing

Window in Nelson Museum

Future travels 2010 will be New Zealand—
Australia—Bangkok—Shanghai for World Expo.
Back to UK before heading to Spain to collect
Mercie and returning to UK for hopefully a good
summer....

My bicycle and bras
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The concrete cutter arriving was the start of  digging 
(yes-me!) for a drainage grill, new cables and water to 
the garage. This improvement is now completed apart 
from a bit of tarmac so I am back to playing again. 
The weather has been hot, dry and settled for a few 
weeks in what officially is the last month of summer. 
 
The buskers have been entertaining in the main 
street and have been exceptionally good—here you 
see an aerial act with a big crowd of onlookers in the 
hot sun. Magic tricks, illusions and just laughter were 
great fun to see. 
 
Another very unusual sight was my pal Ken’s home 
designed and built hovercraft Mk 2 with separate 
hover motor having sea trials in my pool! It would 
have made a good episode for ―The Last of the Sum-
mer Wine‖ - he also has a ―Kontiki‖ that he built to tow 
a fishing line out to sea some 200 metres before 
dropping it.. 
 
Opera in the Park is one of Nelson’s really big enter-
tainment nights and thanks to generous sponsorship 
it was free—you were requested to donate to a hear-
ing charity. The evening could not have been better at 
29C and only dropped to 23C by 10:30pm—what a 
most fantastic night of brass bands, harmonica fol-
lowed by an orchestral concert with superb singers– 
BRILLIANT. 
 
I went to an open day to view the almost finished re-
furbished Theatre Royal. Dating back to 1878 it is 
NZ’s oldest wooden theatre. It will seat 350 very com-
fortably (originally 1,000) and performances should 
be in full swing when we return in November. The 
staging facilities are most impressive and reflects the 
almost 10 years of effort to get to this stage which 
really is an almost total rebuild costing $5 million. It’s 
another feather in Nelson’s hat. 
 
My efforts in writing these travel blogs now stretch 
over almost a decade and my website is updated and 
getting an amazing number of hits. Just put THinnc 
into your browser and have a look back. I then en-
courage you to support my charity of choice Riders 
for Health (use the link). You may have just seen a 
documentary on BBC about this most worthwhile 
cause that provides and manages transport for the 
most underprivileged in several African countries. 

Concrete Cutter 

Buskers in Trafalgar Street 

Ken’s Mk2 Hovercraft 

Travels 2010 will be New Zealand—OZ—Bangkok—

Shanghai for World Expo. Back to UK before head-

ing to Spain to collect Mercie and returning to UK 

for hopefully a good summer....MotoGPs Silver-
stone and Balatonring Hungary. Visit Ireland 

Opera in the Park 
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