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Terry’s Travels
TT34-1 Cool UK to Hot Spain via ASH May 25th 2010

A beer in happy hour in the Old Vic pub was welcome
in Dubai before an early night and a 4:30am wake up
call. There was a bus at Manchester airport and soon
we were back in chilly Crossflatts Bingley to vote be-
fore the 10pm closing. Our tenant had moved out and
everything was fine, the car started OK but the inter-
net struggled, after hours of struggles it proved to be
corrosion on the outside line—BT fixed it. I enjoyed
early morning walks with Lindy and the dogs, spent
time with the grandsons, shopped for bigger bikes for
them and had a pint and birthday meal with Gary. All
too soon we were flying out to Spain after a 14 hour
delay due to the dreaded ASH—Jet2 had been USE-
LESS in their information.

A taxi drove us from Alicante to where we stored Mer-
cie near Torrevieja and gratefully we crawled into bed
at 3am. It was warm and sunny next morning and
both the motorhome and the motorcycle started so
we had completed our migration to being ready to
play at gypsies in Europe. Pam (the owner of the villa
storing Mercie) had been having extensive chemo
and radio treatment and was looking well having
gained weight before another stage of her health bat-
tle—what a fantastic spirit. We spent several days so-
cialising and helping with odd jobs in the perfect
warm weather before heading out further South. Ken
and Carole had kindly invited us back to Carole’s
mountain top villa near Huercal Overa. The photos
show Ken feeding Carole’s horse and things of inter-
est in the vicinity. Los Gallardos camp site is our next
venue where we plan to stay a few days. Another
lunch invite to Gwyn and Rose’s home in rural Los
Raimundos had the little Yamaha bowling along
dodging pot holes. They have made an outdoor pool
area on the roof of their garage and it was so pleas-
ant and relaxing having a laugh in the shade looking
at the hills of the campo (countryside). Rose showed
me her small garden that she has put some effort
into, she was pleased with her magnificent cactii.

Many Brits are having a desperate time in Spain—we
have heard of many instances where prices have
dropped to less than half of asking price and then
sales are happening. The EURO is rocky too even
against the very weak pound. There are now many
deals out here on eating and drinking, cheap markets
are doing the business and Moroccans are greatly
involved in second hand gear.........

Ken feeds Sunni

I didn’t buy the throne

Car of many colours

Spain/France  in May/June then UK for July/
August, trip to Wales/Ireland/Scotland/
Cumbria. Back to Aragon Spain for MotoGP in
September/Oct. Return to NZ when we find the
right route and deal—and ash permitting....

Cactus Erectus
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Terry’s Travels 

TT34-2  Spanish Glass Curtains  June 6th 2010 

Heading along the new AP7 toll road from Vera was 
lovely and extremely quiet. The road has been a 
white elephant (waste of EURO money) and there is 
talk of them stopping the 12 euro toll which is not 
even covering the collection costs! Newly created cul-
tured patches of bushes and trees were an intense 
green against the vast semi desert. We arrived back 
in Ciudad Quesada to take Pam out for her birthday. 
The club was in walking distance from her villa with a 
good duo getting people dancing—a much younger 
lady got me up. Then we had a terrible “Elton” - I 
hope he hasn’t given up his day job. Sunday roast 
was excellent at Carl’s Bar in Los Montesinos before 
watching some exciting F1 car racing. 
 
We left Pam’s by the scenic N332 and easy driving 
even through the centre of Alicante by the beach. 
More scenic roads took us to Javea (Xabia) and 
Camping Naranjal which was flooded last October but 
was now tidy and quiet. Our ACSI card got us the 15 
Euro rate and has already covered the membership 
cost with the rest of 2010 to go. 
 
The reason for staying here was to meet up with Gra-
ham (my accountant since first meeting in 1978) who 
with Christine has bought a lovely villa. They have 
been improving it with big satellite dish and the new 
“glass curtains” which I had read about but not seen. 
The photos show what these are. 
 
We both have fingers and toes crossed that the new 
coalition government running the UK holds together 
to extract it from the damage of the last 13 years...... 
I have never read as many newspapers to keep in-
formed. We shop at Aldi and Lidl (mainly food) when 
we are in Europe, one was clearing warm winter rem-
nants—I got a decent denim jacket for just 3 Euros! 
 
It has been unseasonably hot and still and our roof 
fan has been earning its keep in Mercie but now we 
have started the journey towards the Pyrenees and 
are now in Peniscola, North of Valencia. We like this 
seaside family town, mainly Spanish people and 
friendly feeling. Good ACSI campsite El Eden just 50 
metres from the beach, an entertaining wedding to 
watch, cafes with free wifi and TV tuned for us to 
watch the MotoGP motorcycle racing. Di cried when 
her hero Valentino Rossi was hurt in a high speed 
practice crash but relieved it’s just a fractured leg. 

Moving one sheet into place 

Fully closed 

Peniscola Beach 

Spain/France  in June then UK for July/August, 

trip to Wales/Ireland/Scotland/Cumbria. Back to 

Aragon Spain for MotoGP in September/Oct. 

Return to NZ when we find the right route and 
deal—and ash permitting.... 

Guests arrive campsite restaurant 
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Terry’s Travels 

TT34-3 The Pyrenees  June 13th 2010 

We left the concreted over Costas of Spain by head-
ing inland from Vinaros on the N232 towards the 
Aragon regionðfabulous. We saw many flying ea-
gles, amazing hill top towns, more piggeries than I 
could imagine and the most wonderful wild flowers, 
poppy fields and haymaking. Our final night in Spain 
was La Seu dôUrgell before climbing The Pyrenees 
and the Col de Quillan on a very minor slow but re-
warding route. 
 
The border with France is marked only with a sign 
and we headed on down towards Carcasonne. The 
campsite was looking well worn (a sign of the times?) 
and with miserable faces due to days of poor 
weather. In the office Di overheard a phone call ask-
ing about the toilets, are they ENGLISH? Apparently 
the hole in the floor ones in France are called TURK-
ISHðyou have been warned. An enterprising couple 
came selling organic items grown in their garden and 
having tasted the blonde cherries bought a bagful to 
support the black economy. 
 
We drove through heavy mist over the first range of 
hills but when that cleared rural France was again a 
delight using D roads near Villefranche and Figeac 
before finding an Aire de Repos for a free night wild 
camping which is so easy if done with care in France. 
 
We headed to Forges and again camped at the en-
trance to a municipal campsite. The campsite was 
closed, this is not unusual in France away from the 
Mediterranean as the season is July and August. 
That is why the ACSI card is such a benefit for the out 
of season discounts. Our friends John and Jean who 
live there had just got back from a trip to the UK. 
They had planned for us to have dinner at Restaurant 
Le Taco with the theme being steam trains that used 
to operate even in these steep hills. Then the mother 
of all storms started with thunder, lightning and the 
most torrential rain that went on and on. As if this 
wasnôt bad enough it started hailing. We were deaf-
ened as it pounded the roof of Mercie our ñArkò. 

Wonderful Aragon area  

Perfect timing for flowers  

And organic fruit 4EU per kilo  

Spain/France  in June then UK for July/August, 

trip to Wales/Ireland/Scotland/Cumbria. Back to 

Aragon Spain for MotoGP in September/Oct. 

Return to NZ when we find the right route and 
deal�² and ash permitting.... 

Mercie at snow capped border  
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