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Terry’s Travels
TT36-1 Mercie moves out 12th September2010

Mercie (our motorhome) will be 10 years old next
March and we have used her a full 3 years in this
time. As summer came towards the end in the UK we
again headed to Dover for our £25 crossing to Calais.
All went well apart from dreary Dover where we
couldn’t find Sky sports to watch England win again.
Di has a bad back, our GPS went on the blink and it
was raining heavily as we drove off the ferry—that’s
the end of the moaning and everything got better. We
headed to St Valery sur Somme which is right on the
estuary of the river Somme West coast France, we
followed signs and a newly created aire (camp site)
had a bar code access that allowed an overnight stay
for 8 Euros—just 10 minutes walk to the bustling town
with many characterful homes and buildings to see
plus the massive bay with grass covered sandbanks.

Our strategy was to use the free sections of motor-
way and avoid paying the expensive tolls by linking
the free sections—it is working well using the A16-
A28-A20. Our second night was a wild camp S of the
Loire Valley in a tiny village of Clemont where we
parked on the village green and walked to the bar
restaurant where we doubled his evening turnover! It
was good at 30 Euros for two including drinks. An
early start treated us to misty fields, heavy dew cling-
ing to spiders webs, heather at its best and lots of for-
est with wildlife promised, Di saw deer and hares .

The temperature reached 22C as we entered the Midi
Pyrenees near the Dordogne and our trusty ACSI
book came up with a superb Dutch owned campsite
La Draille Souillac at 15 Euros—and a free bottle of
nice red wine! We drove the wonderful D820/D3 and
lunched alongside the River Garonne at Agen which
has its source in the Spanish Pyrenees. It hit 26C as
we drove the N21 and we decided to look for a camp-
site to sit out, we got very lucky to find the Trois
Vallees 4* (near Auch) on its final day of being open,
the massive pool was at 28C and we were able to
stay until pm and enjoy free wifi too. This is a great
family holiday location.

We have driven 1600km (1000 miles) in an easy 5
days and will be near the Spanish border tonight. We
look forward to crossing the Pyrenees and arriving at
Aragon ready for next weekends MotoGP—and yes
we do miss our GPS but have good maps plus a little
help from GPS on my mobile phone.

St Valery sur Somme

Church built into hill—near Rouen

Wild camp in Clemont

to France/Spain for MotoGP at Aragon and store
Mercie. Leave for NZ via Dubai/Singapore/Brisbane
and Nelson for mid Nov. Return to UK in May 2011
and possibly a trip to Mugello MGP Italy in June
then Greece etc and back for summer in UK

Agen—fun on the wobbly bridge
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Terry’s Travels
TT36-2 Pyrenees and Bielsa tunnel 13th September2010

We left the Trois Vallees and travelled down the N21
as far as Auch where we stopped to catch the F1 on
TV, the first bar had 3 screens but with horse racing
for the gambling—across the road was F1 and enthu-
siasts awaiting the start—perfect, with Jenson leading
after 20 laps we continued our journey down the
N929 and enjoyed rich farmland with much irrigation
effort. We saw signs of complaint about poor grain
prices but high prices for a loaf! And even 1 tractor =
7 workers…….

We entered the High Pyrenees region and the moun-
tains got nearer. It is always exciting to cross a major
mountain range to change countries. Mercie climbed
the steep gradients which were 10% in places before
we reached the tunnel at about 8,000 feet. As we
came down from the clouds the evening sun was
catching the rock faces. It was 7:45pm, we rarely
drive this late but had started late and stopped too,
but mainly because it was so magnificent. We lucked
out again and pulled into Pena Montanesa near Ainsa
some 36km into Spain—15 Euros and a free bottle of
wine if you pay cash—I get the feeling the credit
crunch is getting us better value.
Dinner outdoors was special as darkness fell and the
moon looked at us.

We got the bike off and I wandered the local minor
roads and tracks even getting down the the large lake
which was getting smaller following the summer. Di
was catching up on the washing before we go and
wild camp at the race circuit near Alcaniz. Tonight we
will dine again outdoors at this excellent campsite.

Route through France—was good

Dead sunflowers - late summer

Into Spain—and Aragon

to France/Spain for MotoGP at Aragon and store
Mercie. Leave for NZ via Dubai/Singapore/Brisbane
and Nelson arrive  mid Nov. Return to UK in May
2011 and possibly a trip to Mugello MGP Italy in
June then Greece etc and back for summer in UK

Dinner outdoors in last rays
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